
STS. PETER AND PAUL BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
180 Belvedere N.E. 

Warren, Ohio 44483 
330-372-1875   web page:  www.sppbyzantinecatholic.org 

Served by Reverend Andrew J. Deskevich 
  Infant of Prague Manor 330-372-4700 

SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTU!       SLAVA NA VIKI! 
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!         GLORY FOREVER! 

CONFESSIONS – Every Saturday, 5:00 to 5:30 PM in the Confessional or a half hour before any Liturgy in the Sacristy. 
No Scheduled Confessions on Sunday.  If you are unable to come at the times listed, call Father Andrew. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS – The secretary is in the Office from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM, on Mon., Wed., and Fri. 

 
Dormition of the Theotokos 
 
Recalling that our Byzantine Church’s Liturgical Year begins on 
September 1st, the last Great Feast we celebrate is fittingly the 
Dormition of the Mother of God ( Aug. 15).  In our calendar, the first 
of the Twelve Great Feasts is the Nativity of the Theotokos (Sept. 8).  
Then, we re-live all the events she lived through: the Annunciation, 
the Incarnation of Christ, the public ministry of Christ, the Passion, 
the Cross, the Tomb, the Resurrection, the Ascension, and the 
Descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Now, finally, as if to close 
the frame, we come to the end of the Virgin’s earthly life.    
 
There is nothing in scriptures that speaks of the later life and death of 
the Virgin Mary.  The Scriptures are more concerned with Christ and 

the events of our salvation.  Later tradition, however, attempted to fill in the gaps of sacred history 
with various stories and legends of how things might have happened.  They are not so much concerned 
with the exact historical details as they are with expressing the faith of the Church – images that help 
give shape to what we believe. 
 
Here is a bit of history of the death of the Holy Virgin:  “At the time of the death of the Holy Mother of 
God, all the Apostles were carried through the air to Jerusalem.  When they were gathered around her, 
angels appeared in a vision, and the Virgin gave her spirit into the hands of God.  Her body was carried 
to a burial place in Gethsemane, where for three days the angels continued to sing her hymns.       
 
“After three days, Thomas arrived (he was the only Apostle not present for her death and burial) and 
he wished to venerate the holy body that had borne the Son of God, but her body was no longer in the 
tomb.”  According to legend, when Thomas arrived at the tomb, instead of finding the body of Mary, 
there was the sweet fragrance of flowers that came from the empty tomb. 
 
On this Feast, we bless flowers to offer thanks for God’s gifts and to see that, in their fullness, all these 
gifts offer newness of life.  These blessed flowers are then taken home, to remind us of the constant 
presence of God in our lives. 
 

 
 
Today’s Story of the Rich Man 
  

To follow Christ is a positive choice.  The message of Christ is 
that we must give ourselves to the Kingdom of God.  Our hearts cannot 
be locked in by possessions, power or prestige.  Our age is filled with so 
many “things”.  Even though “wealth” in itself is not condemned by 
Christ, He warns against the dangers which may go with it.  It feeds 
pride, greed, unbridled love of pleasure, and the scorn of justice which 
infects the heart. 
 We can be “rich” in other ways besides financially, as well.  We 
can be “rich” intellectually, physically, or in the amount of opportunity 
which comes our way.  These, too, can lend themselves to dangers if not 
used properly. 
 As members of the Church, both young and old, we must make 
our own choices to follow Christ with our whole heart – using our gifts to fulfill our duties toward God 
and our neighbor.  Our mission and calling is to witness Christ to the world by spreading the Good 
News.  We must be free to give ourselves completely.  Only then can we grow to freedom as children 
of God.  O Lord, move our hearts, that we may listen to You! 

Aug.15, 2010     12th Sun. after Pentecost/Dormition of the Theotokos      See Papers 



Divine Liturgies for the Week 
 

Saturday, August 14 Vigil for the 12th Sun. after Pentecost/ Vigil – Dormition  
  6:00 pm + Christopher & + Brian Hines – Mom & Dad 
Sunday, August 15 12th Sun. after Pentecost/Dormition of the Theotokos 
  8:15 am Parochial Divine Liturgy 
         11:00 am + Stella Zarick – Zimbicki family 
Mon. 16th   No Divine Liturgy 
Tues. 17th 8:00 am Health/Welfare of Joshua Shaffer – Jim Shaffer family 
Wed. 18th 4:45 pm Queen of Heaven Monastery 
    Sr. Margaret Mary Schima on her nameday – Benedictine Srs. 
Thurs. 19th 8:00 am + Ken Holowatch – Sam & Irene Vernillo 
Fri. 20th 8:00 am + Audrey Kavulick – Ethel Palguta 
Sat. 21st 4:00 pm Vigil of the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
    50th Anniversary of Sister Mary John Semon, OSB 
Sunday, August 22  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
  8:15 am + Robert P. Taylor – Mr. & Mrs. Walter Pytlik 
         11:00 am Parochial Divine Liturgy followed by the Parish Picnic  
     at Perkins Park. 
 

 
Coming Events: 
Sun. Aug. 15     Feast of the Dormition of Mary – Blessing of flowers 
Sat. Aug. 21     50th Anniversary of Religious Profession of Sister Mary John Semon.  
Divine Liturgy at 4:00 pm 
Sun. Aug. 22     Parish Picnic at Perkins Park – 1:00 pm ‘til ???  Come for an 
afternoon of good food, fellowship, games, and a fun “wet” surprise ! 
 
Sept. 3 – 6:    76th Annual Pilgrimage at Mt. St. Macrina, Uniontown, PA.   

   

Please Note the Schedule Change for Saturday, August 21 
only!  Our 6:00 pm Parish Liturgy will be celebrated at 4:00 pm . 
        
                   

The time for our Annual Parish Picnic is next Sunday, August 22nd at 
Perkins Park beginning about 1:00 pm. Meat and beverages will be 
provided.  Parishioners may bring a covered dish or dessert, if they 
desire.  All are welcome!  Food, games and fun for everyone! We hope 
to see all of you there! 

 
�

Just a Few Reminders:   Parents & Guardians :  You received a mailing concerning 
registration of your children in our Catechetical program.  Registrations are due by August 
22nd, in order to assist us in the preparations for the beginning of the ECF school year.  If 
you did not receive a mailing, and you have children in grades  K thru 12, please call the 
rectory for registration forms.  The success of the program depends upon the cooperation 
and support of all of us.  Our children are the future of our parish & our Church.  Help us 
to assist you in the spiritual education of your children. 

               
Cemetery Plots:   Some of the plots in our cemetery are overgrown with unweeded 
flower beds.  We take care of the grass and general care of the cemetery, but weeding  
of individual graves are the responsibility of the family.  We ask for your cooperation.  
 

  
    
 Our return to God for the gifts He continues to bestow upon us . . . $3,492.00 


