
 Mission Statement 

     Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Parish is a member of the 

Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy 

Spirit is called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and 

family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating 

ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people. 
 

Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered, active, 

supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact Fr. 

Simeon to schedule. 
 

Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish family. 

Must meet with Fr. Simeon before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. Pre-Cana 

program is required and three sessions with Fr. Simeon. The ceremony will be celebrated 

according to the prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite. 
 

Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request. 
 

Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday 

before undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure. 
 

Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to 

health reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr. 

Simeon is notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Simeon 

whenever a loved-one is hospitalized. 
 

Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Simeon before 

setting and publishing the day and time of the funeral.    
 

Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of Sts. Peter and Paul 

Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one 

registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering 

stewardship of time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is 

always expected. Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish 

Office should be notified as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as 

well as one’s leaving. 
 

Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the 

parish. 
 

Rectory Office Hours:  Sister Barbara is in the Parish office from 10 AM – 2 PM Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday. Father Simeon is available on other days and times by 

appointment.                                             

 
JUST A REMINDER: (for those who have not yet picked up their 2017   
     Contribution Envelopes). 

The 2017 Contribution Envelopes are ready for pick-up in the Social 

Hall.  If there is any name or address correction, if you are unable to locate your 

envelopes, or if you wish a set of envelopes, please call the office, or drop a note 

in the collection basket. This year all envelope numbers were reassigned due to 

the number of deaths and relocation of former parishioners.  Please discard 

your old envelopes at the end of 2016.  If you want proper credit for your 

contributions, you must use the envelopes you were assigned for the year 2017.  

 
NEWLY  SANCTIFIED  JORDAN  WATER 

 On the Feast of Theophany we celebrated the Great Sanctification of Water.  

The dispenser containing the newly sanctified water is located by the Belvedere Ave. 

entrance.  You are encouraged to take some water home for your sanctification. 
  
HOW QUICKLY WE FORGET … 

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM UNNECESSARY AND LOUD TALKING BEFORE, DURING AND 

ESPECIALLY AFTER THE DIVINE LITURGY. DO YOUR VISITING IN THE SOCIAL HALL OR IN 

THE NARTHEX (VESTIBULE) OF THE CHURCH OR OUTSIDE. 
 

 

 

 

(PP) Divine Liturgy Attendance weekend of 8 January: 

5:00 PM: 64;    11:00 AM: 55 

Feast of Theophany: 40 

 

Our return to the Lord for all He has given us: . . . . . . . . . . . .   $2,745.00 

                                          Additional Christmas Donations . . . . . $585.00 

  

                (SM) Divine Liturgy Attendance weekend of 8 January: 

20 from St. Michael; 7 from St. Peter & Paul 

Feast of Theophany:  10 from St. Michael;  6 from St. Peter & Paul 

 

Our return to the Lord for all He has given us: . . . . . . . . . . $538.00                         



 

 Sun. Jan. 15   ECF CLASSES TODAY. 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM. Attendance has 

been very poor these past two months. Parents, please continue your 

responsibility in getting your children to religious education classes and to the 

Divine Liturgy. You are your children’s primary educators. If God is important in 

your life, it will rub off into the lives of your children…if, not, that also will be 

communicated and absorbed.  Remember, they need to grow up knowing one 

another and feeling that they are a part of our parish family.  They are our 

precious gifts – new life in the community of God’s worshippers. 

 

 
 
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO SIN? 
  

Dr. Karl Meninger, eminent psychiatrist, wrote a book a few years ago entitled Whatever 

Became of Sin? His main theme is that we have gotten smarter and have invented some 

new “respectable” words for some old and ugly ways of living: drunkards and drug 

addicts are called chemically dependent; a prostitute is called a “call girl”; adultery is 

called an “affair”; fornication is called “living together” or “free love”; homosexuality is 

“an alternative lifestyle”; stealing is called embezzling or “white collar crime”; murder is 

called “abortion” and is even performed in hospitals, places that are supposed to save 

lives; murderers are said to be temporarily mentally deranged, etc. 

 One of the great tricks of Satan – the great deceiver – has always been: “Never 

call a sin by its right name. Call it by a nice, fair, innocent name.”  We see this in the 

parable of the Prodigal Son.  When he left home and was wasting his substance, he was 

merely “seeing the world.” When he was bankrupt through riotious living, he called it 

“being a little wild.”  It was only when he landed in the barnyard with the pigs that he 

found the right name for his behavior.  “I have sinned against heaven and before you,” he 

said to his father. And that was the beginning of his salvation. He saw himself as he 

really was and called his behavior by its right name: sin. 

 Salvation will never come to us unless we face our sin, call it by its right name 

and surrender it to God.  Salvation for David began when he said, “Against You only 

have I sinned, O Lord, and done what is evil in Your sight.” 

 St. John the Baptist convicted people of sin and led them to a baptism of 

repentance.  God has given us a means of repentance and forgiveness in the Mystery of 

Repentance (Confession).  Let us avail ourselves of this gift.  

15 JANUARY 2017 

 

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES 

 

Sunday             15 January THIRTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. Our 

Venerable Fathers, Paul of Thebes and John the Hut-

dweller. 

(Vigil Liturgy)   5:00 PM Health & Blessings for Virginia Pipa 

(SM)     8:30 AM  +Ronald Ferrance – Connie & Dennis Reed  

(PP)   11:00 AM +Doris Mosko – Byers Family 

 

Monday            16 January Veneration of the Chains of the Holy, Glorious and 

Illustrious Apostle Peter. 

      No Divine Liturgy 

   

Tuesday            17 January  Our Venerable Father Anthony the Great. 

(Chapel)             8:30 AM +Deceased in Knapik & Douglas Families – Sr. Agnes 

   

Wednesday       18 January Our Holy Fathers Athanasius and Cyril of Alexandria.  

      

(Chapel)       8:30 AM +Michael Pipa – daughter, Virginia Pipa         

   

Thursday           19 January Our Venerable Father Macarius of Egypt. 

(Chapel) 8:30 AM Intention of Sr. Agnes Knapik – Benedictine Sisters 

   

Friday                20 January Our Venerable and God-bearing Father Euthymius the 

Great. 

   No Divine Liturgy   

     

Saturday            21 January Our Venerable Father Maximus the Confessor. The Holy 

Martyr Neophyte. The Holy Martyrs Eugene, Candidas, 

Valerian and Aquila. The Holy Virgin Martyr Agnes of 

Rome. 

(Vigil Liturgy)    5:00 PM   +Anna Sudik – Patricia Sudik & family  

 

Sunday              22 January THIRTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. The Holy 

Apostle Timothy. The Holy Venerable-Martyr Anastasius 

the Persian.  

(SM)     8:30 AM  +Neal Verity – Sue & Michael Johnson  

(PP)   11:00 AM +Mike Yurtin – Bruce & Kathy White 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
THE  RICH  YOUNG  MAN 

 

Once a rich young man asked Jesus what he had to 

do to be saved (Lk 18:15-25).  Our Lord answered him in 

two stages: He told him that first it was necessary to keep 

the commandments, then to sell his riches and follow 

Him.  The foundation of a Christian life, therefore, is the 

keeping of the commandments and its perfection is our 

renunciation of anything that would keep us apart from 

Christ.  Ideally, the life of a Christian progresses from 

observance of laws to perfect conformity to God’s will 

through union with Him. 

 

For most, however, throughout our whole life we 

will have to struggle to keep the commandments.  We should not turn away from the 

task sadly as did the rich young man (Lk 18:23), for although in this life we may 

never completely integrate the two poles of the Christian life, the beginnings of faith 

and perfect union with Christ, it has been accomplished for us through baptism and 

Communion by God’s power and grace.  Our commitment is to freely accept this gift 

of God to which Christ invites each of us.  As he promises, “You will live in my love 

if you keep my commandments” (Jn. 15:10). 

 

The law of Christ is founded upon the law of the Old Testament which was 

written in the first five books of the Bible, (called in Hebrew the Torah, or “the law”).  

Many of these laws are ritual or dietary laws particular to the Jewish nation that 

disappeared when the Christian faith was preached and spread among Gentiles.  The 

core of these laws, however, was summarized in what we call the “ten 

commandments” (Ex 20:1-17 and Dt. 5:6-210, though in fact they are not numbered 

in the Bible.  Our Lord completed and perfected these laws by pointing out their 

spiritual meaning (especially in Matthew 5), and further summing them up in the two 

laws, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart” (From Dt. 6:5) and “Love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Lv. 19:18). 

 

These commandments have always been memorized and used by the Christian 

community as the best expression of God’s law.  These always were not intended to 

be a burden imposed upon us by a jealous and domineering God, but as a revelation 

of what it means to be truly human by a loving Creator.  What is even more important 

is that these laws were part of a Covenant, a treaty-agreement between God and His 

people.  God declared Himself our Father and Savior, and His people in turn were to 

be His children, treating one another with righteousness and love. Christ perfected 

this agreement by shedding His Blood for us on the Cross and giving us His Body and 

Blood in Holy Communion.  Today our keeping the commandments is a sign of our 

faith and commitment to Christ which we have sealed by accepting baptism to 

become part of His people and reaffirm constantly by receiving the Eucharist to 

become a member of His body which is the Church. 

 

 
 
ALL SOULS REMEMBRANCE … (submission clarification) 

 

During our Liturgical Year our Byzantine Church remembers its faithful 

departed in a special way on 5 All Souls Saturdays. The first All Souls Saturday is 18 

February 2017. There is an envelope in your offertory box for these All Souls 

Remembrances. If you wish to have your loved ones remembered by name on these 

special days, please submit the names, printed, with an offering in the envelope by 

February 5th  so that the names can be organized.  If you have submitted the  names 

of your deceased family members previously, you do not need to resubmit them…just 

submit any additional names. If there are no additions, and you want your loved ones 

to be remembered by name, just write “NO CHANGES” on your envelope, put  your 

offering in the envelope, and drop the envelope in the collection basket.  Thank you 

for your prompt attention. 

 

 
 

2017 PRAYER INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS: (taken from The 
Worldwide Prayer Network).  January Intention: “Christian Unity”. 
Let us join our prayer with the prayer of Pope Francis, “that all may be ONE”. 

Attentive to the Word 
Thirty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Lk. 18: 18 – 27  

Tone 2     Pages 130 - 132  

 

 

Tone 5      pg.141 - 142 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


