Mission Statement
Saints Peter and Paul Byzantine Catholic Parish is a member of the
Byzantine Catholic Metropolitan Church of Pittsburgh who through the Holy
Spirit is called to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As a community and
family, we grow in faith and in the image and likeness of God by dedicating
ourselves to welcoming, celebrating and caring for all of God’s people.
Mysteries of Initiation (Baptism, Chrismation & Eucharist): Must be a registered,
active, supporting member of the parish family. Pre-baptism instructions are required. Contact
Fr. Simeon to schedule.
Mystery of Crowning: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the parish
family. Must meet with Fr. Simeon before setting date and reserving your banquet hall. PreCana program is required and three sessions with Fr. Simeon. The ceremony will be
celebrated according to the prescription of the liturgical book of the Byzantine rite.
Mystery of Reconciliation: Celebrated Saturdays, 4:00 PM - 4:30 PM and upon request.
Mystery of Anointing: Celebrated upon request. Ideally celebrated in Church the Sunday
before undergoing any surgical or other medical procedure.
Visitation of the Sick: The parishioners confined to their homes or nursing homes due to
health reasons are visited monthly. Also, persons who are hospitalized are visited when Fr.
Simeon is notified. It especially is important that a family member contact Fr. Simeon
whenever a loved-one is hospitalized.
Funerals: Families of the deceased or the funeral director must contact Fr. Simeon before
setting and publishing the day and time of the funeral.
Parish Membership: We welcome anyone to become a parishioner of Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish. Only those who are registered are considered members of the Parish. When one
registers to become a parish member they assume the responsibility of rendering stewardship
of time, talent and treasure to this parish family. Worship at this parish is always expected.
Registration is done only through the pastor by appointment. The Parish Office should be
notified as soon as possible of any change of address within the Parish as well as one’s
leaving.
Godparent/Sponsor Letters: Must be a registered, active, supporting member of the
parish.
Rectory Office Hours: Sister Barbara is in the Parish office from 10 AM – 2 PM Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Father Simeon is available on other days and times by appointment.

ETERNAL MEMORY
Grant, O Lord, eternal rest to the soul of Your servant +Gary Dew,
husband of parishioner, Kathy Dew who has recently fallen asleep in the
Lord. Please remember him and his family in your prayers.
WELCOME, ST. MICHAEL’S PARISHIONERS!
We express our sorrow at the closing of St. Michael’s Church. We invite and
welcome you to join us here at SS. Peter and Paul Parish. Those who will be joining
us, please continue to use your envelopes until the end of 2017. Envelopes for 2018
will be issued in the next week or two.
Beginning Sunday, December 17, 2017 there will be an added Sunday
Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM. Many prefer an earlier Sunday Divine Liturgy and this
will give the opportunity of three choices for the weekend Liturgies. This will
continue as long as there is sufficient attendance to warrant this addition.
PHILLIP’S FAST OUTREACH
Our Parish Outreach project during the Phillip’s Fast is “Someplace
Safe”. The list of needed items is beside your bulletins, either in the rack or on the
tables. Boxes will be provided in the Social Hall on the Manor side, to collect your
donations. If you can bring in your donations after Dec. 3rd it will be greatly
appreciated, since the Social Hall is being used on Dec. 3rd. Thank you, in advance for
your caring spirit! Deadline for donations is December 17, 2017.

(PP) Divine Liturgy Attendance weekend of 3 December:
5:00 PM: 55; 11:00 AM: 123 Feast of St. Nicholas: 22
Our return to the Lord for all He has given us: . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,833.35
(SM) Divine Liturgy Attendance weekend of 3 December:
26 from St. Michael; 15 from St. Peter & Paul
Our return to the Lord for all He has given us: . . . . . . . . . $409.00

10 DECEMBER 2017

➢ Sun. Dec. 10 ECF Classes at 9:30 AM – 10:45 AM
➢ Sun. Dec. 17 Church decorating – 2:00 PM. You are welcome to help!
➢ Mon. Dec. 18 Church Cleaning Party – 9:00 AM to Noon. This will
involve some extra “Christmas Cleaning”, so we can use your help!

MYSTERY OF DIVINE FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION
We cannot appreciate the gift of “God with us” unless we are receptive.
Let us make every effort to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ by coming
before Him and asking forgiveness of our sins . . .

Saturday: 9 & 16 December: 3:30 PM to 4:30 PM
Tuesday: 19 December: 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM
There will be no confessions heard after Wednesday, 20 December.

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES
Sunday,

(Vigil Liturgy) 5:00 PM
(SM)
11:00 AM
(PP)
11:00 AM

OF THE NATIVITY

11 December Our Venerable Father Daniel the Stylite. Venerable Father
Spiridon the Wonder-worker, Bishop of Tremithus.
No Divine Liturgy

Tuesday,
(Chapel)

12 December
8:30 AM

December 25 – 11:00 AM, Divine Liturgy

CHURCH DECORATING … for the Nativity of Our Lord
We will be decorating our Church for the Feast of the Nativity of Christ on
Sunday, December 17th at 2:00 PM. Please come and join us in preparing your
Church for Christmas.

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
+Sister Julia Rohaly – Dolores Gollner

Wednesday, 13 December Holy Martyrs Eustatius, Eugene, Mardarius and Orestes.
Holy Virgin Martyr Lucy.
(Chapel)
8:30 AM
+John Slovinsky, Sr. – Catherine Lewis

(Chapel)

14 December Holy Martyrs Thrysus, Leucas, Philemon, Appolonius
and Callinicus.
8:30 AM
+Michael & +Mary Pipa – daughter, Virginia

Friday,

15 December Holy Martyr Eleutherius. Venerable Father Paul of Latra.
Holy Father Stephen, Archbishop of Surozh.
No Divine Liturgy

Saturday,

16 December
5:00 PM

Sunday,

17 December SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS. The Holy Prophrt
Daniel and the Three Holy Children: Hananiah,
Azariah and Mishael.
9:00 AM
+Harry Reynolds – Sarah Wujick
11:00 AM
+Mary Reese – Becky Prest

December 24 – 6:00 PM, Compline with Divine Liturgy
December 25 – 9:00 AM, Divine Liturgy

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST.
The Holy Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes and Eugraphus.
+Carl Verney – wife, Marialice & family
Closing Liturgy / Int. of St. Michael Parishioners
+Steve Zumerling – M/M Donald Kovac

Monday,

Thursday

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES FOR THE FEAST

10 December

The Holy Prophet Haggai.
+Mildred Syrko – Family

Attentive to the Word
Twenty-seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Lk. 17: 12 – 19
Tone 2 Pages 130 - 132

THE GRATEFUL LEPER
The condition of lepers in the time of Jesus has been
described (see 5:12-16). The group that meets Jesus is
composed of both Jews (Galileans) and Samaritans.
The companionship of these usually bitter enemies,
indicates the desperation of their condition, which led
them to depend on one another. Because they were
required to avoid contact with non-lepers, but had to
depend on their charity for survival, lepers haunted the
outskirts of town. This group of lepers shouted at Jesus
from the proper distance; they had heard about his
compassion and his healing power. Jesus simply gives a command, which
could also be a test of their faith and obedience. They are to show themselves
to the priest, whose responsibility it was to judge whether a leper was permitted
to return to society. They obey Jesus’ instruction, going to report their healing,
while they are as yet unhealed.

NO TIME FOR GOD ?
When God came into the world people didn’t have time. They were too
busy. There was no room for Him in the inn. “He came unto his own, and they
that were his own people received him not.” And it seems that still today we have
no room. We crowd Him out with so many things, especially with our busyness.
In Luke 14:16-24, the Lord tells a parable about busy people. A man – He
said – gave a banquet and sent out invitations. One by one those who were invited
to the banquet offered their excuses for not being able to come. They were all too
busy; one with his farm, one with his wife, and another with his oxen. What Jesus
is saying here is that man can become so busy making a living that he can neglect
to make a life. God can be crowded out so easily by the trivial and the frivolous.
The things that matter most are at the mercy of the things that matter least. Jesus
is telling us also that important duties that keep us from God are not duties at all,
but sins.
Listen to these words of a pastor: “On Friday night, a man boasted to me
that he had taken a vacation in twenty-five years. He was too busy selling
insurance. The following Monday I conducted his funeral. He died of a heart
attack.” Fast living. Fast dying. And the tragedy of it all is that we miss the
banquet. We miss the greatest gift of all – eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

TAKING JESUS INTO THE WORLD

Only one of the group returns to express gratitude. He attributes the
healing to God, openly singing his praises. The ingratitude of the others is a
jarring note – but possibly the fact that the one grateful returnee was a
Samaritan, was more shocking. Jesus’ final words to him are the message he
gave to the woman in the Pharisee’s house and the woman cured of the
hemorrhage. The faith of all the lepers led to their physical healing; perhaps it
was more than this for the others as well, but for the Samaritan at least, this
healing brought “salvation,” complete wholeness, and a proper relationship to
God.

A certain church had burned to the ground. Only a statue of Jesus was
salvaged. It was placed by the fire fighters on the sidewalk in front of the church.
An unchurched neighbor observed the statue and said, “This is the first time that
those people have ever taken Jesus out of that church.” May that never be said of
us! One of our main tasks in “the liturgy after the liturgy” is to take Jesus out of
the church and into the world. We not only go to the liturgy, we are the liturgy
wherever we go. We become the real presence of Christ in the world! For some,
we are the only Gospel they will hear or encounter!

